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LATE  NEWS 


An  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  on  the  Isle  of  Jersey  was 
reported  on  May  6,  1952.    The  known  infection  was  in  two  herds  of 
15  head  each.    Both  herds  .have  been  destroyed  and  sanitary  measures  have 
been  applied.    Movement  of  cattle  within  and  from  the  island  is  prohibited. 
The  last  shipment  of  cattle  from  the  island  to  the  United  States  (on 
April  9,  1952)  is  reported  not  to  have  included  any  animals  from  the  two 
infected  herds.    This  shipment  is  now  in  quarantine  at  the  port  of  New 
York.    No  outbreaks  have  been  reported  on  the  islands  of  Guernsey, 
Alderney  or  Sark. 


Agents  appointed  by  the  Government  of  Pakistan  to  purchase  domestic 
cotton  at  the  support  prices  announced  in  March  were  to  begin  operations  on 
April  28.    Recently  cotton  prices  on  the  Karachi  markot  have  been  near  the 
minimum  levels  due  to  the  limited  demand.     China  has  supplied  the  only 
substantial  export  demand  in  recent  weeks.    From  the  last  week  of  March 
through  the  latter  part  of  April  about  7^>0°0  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross) 
were  reported  to  have  been  exported  to  China,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
another  57,000  bales  were  awaiting  shipment. 
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Published  weekly  to  inform  producers,  processors,  distributors 
and  consumers  of  farm  products  of  current  developments  abroad  in 
the  crop  and  livestock  industries,  foreign  trends  in  prices  and 
Consumption  of  farm  products,  and  world  agricultural  trade.  Cir- 
culation of  this  periodical  is  free  to  persons  in  the  U.  S.  need- 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


TOBACCO 


COSTA  RICA'S  TOBACCO  CROP  LOWER;  IMPORTS 
AND  CIGARETTE  CONSUMPTION  HIGHER 

Costa  Rica's  1951-52  leaf  harvest  is  estimated  at  13  percent 
below  the  1950-51  crop,  according  to  E .  L.  Tanner  and  R.  A. 
Anderson,  American  Embassy,  San  Jose.     Imports  of  unmanufactured 

: tobacco  during  the  1951  calendar  year  were  10  percent  above  1950. 

•Cigarette  consumption  during  1951  is  up  3  percent  as  compared 

'with  1950.  • 

The  country's  1951-52  crop  is  estimated  at  2.0  million  pounds 
from  3,200  acres  as  compared  with  2-3  million  pounds  from  2,800 
acres  in  1950-51-    Yield  per  acre  in  1951-52  is  placed  at  620 
pounds  as  compared  with  711  pounds  in  1950-51*    The  1951-52  crop 
is  comprised  of  approximately  93  percent  sun-cured  type,  nearly 
7  percent  flue -cured,  and  a  minute  quantity  of  Bur ley,  which  is 
being  grown  experimentally.    Flue -cured  leaf  was  first  produced 
commercially  in  Costa  Rica  during  19kQ~k9-    Costa  Rica's  Govern- 
ment has  placed  much  emphasis  on  improvement  of  leaf  quality  and 
development  of  self-sufficiency  in  the  domestic  tobacco  production. 

Imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  1951  totaled  88,1 ho 
pounds  as  compared  with  80,082  pounds  in  1950.    No  data  are 
available  for  the  sources  of  leaf  for  the  calendar  year.  However, 
during  the  first  10  months  of  1951  the  United  States  supplied 
66,738  pounds;  Turkey,  7,707  pounds;  and  Cuba,  K63  pounds.  In 
addition  to  leaf,  Costa  Rica  also  imported  about  15*7  million 
pieces  of  cigarettes  during  the  1951  calendar  year.    During  the 
first  10  months  (January -October )  1951  cigar  imports  totaled 
1,393  pounds  and  pipe  tobacco  525  pounds. 

Cigarette  consumption  during  1951  totaled  905*0  million 
pieces,  of  which  889.3  million  pieces  were  domestic  and  15 • 7 
million  pieces  were  imported.    This  compares  to  881.2  million 
pieces  in  1950,  of  which  861  .'7  million  pieces  were  domestic  and 
19.5  million  pieces  were  imported. 

Stocks  reportedly  on  hand  on  January  1,  1952,  were  k.O 
million  pounds,  as  compared  with'  k.l  million  pounds  on  hand 
January  1,  1951- 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 
COTTON  AND  OTHEB  FIBER 


Vol.  64- ,  No.  19 


COTTON -PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  WORLD  MARKETS 

The  following  table  Ghove  certain  ootton-prioe  quotations  oa  world  markets 
converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange. 

COTTON-    Spot  prices  in  certain  foreign  markets,  U.S.  gulf -port 
average,  and  taxes  incident  to  export s_ 


Market  location, 
kind,  and  quality 


Alexandria 

Ashmouni ,  FG.  . 

Ashmouni ,  Good 

Ashmouni,  FGF. 

Karnak,  FG-.  . . . 

Karnak,  Good. . 

Karnak,  FGF. . . 
Bombay 

"jar i la,  Fine  

Broach  VViay,  Fine. 
Karachi 

4F  Punjab,  3G,  Fine 

289F  Si.nd,  SG,  Fine.  . 

289F  Punjab,  SG,  Fine. 
Izmir 

Acala  I  

Acala  II  

Adana 

Acala  I  

Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  3-l/2 

Tanguis,  Typo  5.  .  • . 

Pima,  Ty >e  1  

Rec  I  fe 

Mata,'  Type  4  

Sertao,  Type  4  

Sao  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5 . . 
Torreon 

Middling,  15/16"  

Houston -Galveston- New 

Orleans  a v. Mid.  l^/Tb' 


Date 
1952 


5-8 
n 

ti 

11 

ti 

11 

11 

N 

5-7 
it 


it 

5-6 
ti 

11 


5-' 


Kantar 
99.05  Its. 


Unit  of 
weight 


Candy 

784  lbs. 

11  ■ 

Maund 
82.28  lbs. 


Kilogram 
2.2046  lbs 


Sp.  quintal 
101.4  lbs. 


Arroba 
33.07  lbs. 


Sp.  quintal 
101.4  lbs. 

Pound 


Unit  of 
currency 


Tallari 


Rupee 


Kurus 
ti 


Sol 
11 


Cruzeiro 
11 


Peso 
Cent 


Price  in 
foreign 
currency 


30.50 

66.50 

59.50 
141.50 
107.00 

(not  quoted) 


Equiy_.  US^  a  lb. 


Spot  ', 

Export  & 

inter- 

quo- 

mediate 

tation  '. 

taxes 

11.61 

33.62  : 

11.61 

34.55  : 

11.61 

32.17  : 

11.61 

62.13  : 

11.61 

1/  600.00 

2/  790.00 

89.00 
93.00 
96.00 

278.00 
255.00 

240.00 

495.00 
465.OO 
585.OO 

2/  290.00 
2/  335.00 

268.00 

230.00 

xxxxx 


16.09 
21.19 

32.63 

34.10 
35.20 

45.04 
41.31 

33.88 

31.53 

29.62 
37.26 

47.71 
55.12 


44.09 


26.23 
33.93 


10.73 
10.73 

13.35 
13.35 
13.85 


7.63 
5.63 
11.55 

2,4/'  ad 
valorem 

3.0^  ad 
valorem 
5.46 


Quotations  of  foreign  markets  and  taxes  reported  by  cable  from  U.S.  Foreign  Service 
posts  abroad.    U.S.  quotations  from  designated  spot  markets. 
Xl    Renortcd  600.00  to  625»O0  (16.76).    Ceiling  820.00  (21.99). 
2/   Reported  790.00  to  795.00  (21.32).    Ceiling  925.00  (24*81). 
2J    Nominal . 
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SPANISH  COTTON 

IMPORTS  INCREASE  .  \ 

■:Imports  of  cotton  into  Spain  in  the  , first  8  months  of  the  1951-52 
season  totaled  231,000  "bales  (of  500  pounds  gross),  46  percent  above 
the  158,000  hales  imported  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1950-51, 
according  to  V.  J.  Svohodny  and  E,  Viqueira,  staff  members  of  the  American 
Consulate  General,  Barcelona.    During  the  current  season  152,000  bales 
have  originated  in  the  United  States,  39,000  bales  in  Egypt,  and  24,000 
bales  in  India -Pakistan.    In  the  same  period  of  100-51,  imports  from  the 
United  States  totaled  68,000  bales,  with  25,000  from  Egypt  and  20,000  from 
India -Pakistan.    The  improved  financial  position  of  the  cotton  industry, 
partly  attributable  to  loans  obtained  from  the  United  States  Export-Import 
Bank  through  the  Spanish  Government,  is  largely  responsible  for  the  increased 
imports  during  1951-52. 

On  March  25,  1952,  virtually  all  the  functions  of  the  Consortium  of 
Cotton  Textile  Manufacturers,  a  governmental  organization,  were  transferred 
to  the.  National  Cotton  Center  (the  Barcelona  cotton  exchange).  Government 
officials  felt  that  this  work  would  he  simplified  if  the  functions  were 
officially  assigned  to  the  Cotton  Center. 

Also  in  the  latter  part  of  March  the  Cotton  Center  purchased  40,220 
running  bales  of  cotton  from  various  Spanish  cotton  spinners  who  had  the 
cotton  in  the  Free  Port  zone,  hut  had  not  received  licenses  to  bring  it 
into  the  country.    About  30,000  bales  of  this  quantity  were  reported  to 
have  been  distributed  in  the  first  half  of  April  while  the  remainder  wag 
to  he  distributed  in  the  latter  half  of  that  month.    The  Cotton  Center  was 
also  contemplating  the  purchase  of  an  additional  30,000  bales  from  the 
United  States  in  April.    This  would  be  the  initial  purchase  with  funds  from 
recent  loans  of  $12  million  from  the  Export-Import  Bank  and  $5  million  from 
the  Chase  National  Bank  of  New  York. 

Consumption  of  cotton  in  Spanish  mills  during  the  first  8  months  of 
1951-52  amounted  to  234,000  bales,  29  percent  above  the  182,000  bales  con- 
sumed in  the  same  months  of  1950-51,    During  the  entire  1951-52  season, 
consumption  is  expected  to  exceed  300,000  bales,  providing  sufficient 
quantities  of  cotton  are  available  to  meet  requirements  and  to  maintain 
adequate  working  stocks.     In  the  1950-51  season,  consumption  totaled 
242,000  bales. 

1951-52  IRAQI  COTTON  CROP 
REDUCED  BY  DROUGHT  AND  INSECTS 

The  1951-52  production  of  cotton  in  Iraq  has  recently  been  estimated 
at  38,000  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross),  the  same  as  in  1950-51,  according 
to  J,  Forrest  Crawford,  Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy,  Baghdad. 
Earlier  estimates  of  the  1951-52  crop  were  double  this  amount.    A  lack 
of  sufficient  water  for  irrigation  and  heavy  infestation  by  the  spiney 
bollworm  resulted  in  complete  loss  of  large  areas  planted  to  cotton. 
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About  90  percent  of  the  current  season's  crop  was  Akala  Rogers  variety, 
wirle  the  remainder  consisted  of  Coker  Wilt,  both  American  Upland -type 
cotton.    Planted  area  in  1951-52  reportedly  reached  175,000  acres  or  more, 
considerably  above  the  100,000  acres  harvested  in  the  preceding  season. 

The  government  has  limited  the  distribution  of  cotton  seed  to  each 
farmer  for  planting  in  1952-53  to  no  more  than  one-third  the  amount 
distributed  in  1951-52.    Some  farmers  are  not  planning  to  grow  cotton  in 
the  forthcoming  season  because  of  the  general  failure  of  the  crop  in 
1Q51-52  and  the  sharp  decline  in  cotton  prices  since  tne  end  of  1^1. 
Consequently,  planted  cotton  acreage  will  probably  decrease  considerably 
in  1952-53.    Since  no  satisfactory  measures  have  been  developed  to  control 
the  bollworm,  production  may  not  reach  the  level  attained  in  the  past  2 
seasons . 

Exports  of  cotton  from  Iraq  during  the  first  11  months  of  the  1951 
calendar  year  totaled  18,000  bales,  compared  with  the  19,000  bales  exported 
in  the  full  year  1950.    No  breakdown  of  these  exports  by  countries  of  desti- 
nation is  available.    About  1,500  bales  of  United  States  cotton  were  imported 
in  recent  months  for  consumption  by  the  local  Iraq  Spinning  and  Weaving 
Company  in  an  attempt  to  offset  the  high  prices  prevailing  for  domestic 
cotton  earlier  in  the  season. 
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EGYPT  HARVESTS 
SMALL  RICE  CROP 


The  1951  rice  production  of  Egypt  was  reduced  sharply  by  a  short- 
age in  the  water  supply  available  for  the  cultivation  of  that  crop. 
Despite  the  early  authorization  of  the  planting  of  an  area  approximately 
the  same  size  as  the  727,000  acres  of  a.  year  earlier,  growers  were 
unable  to  plant  more  than  500,000  acres  in  rice.    Lack  of  water  also 
resulted  in  a  decline  of  as  much- as  30  percent  in  the  average  yields 
per  acre  harvested  as  compared  with  the  heavy  yields  of  the  year  before. 
The  final  crop  therefore  was  about  one -half  the  production  of  the 
preceding  year. 

EGYPT:    Rice  acreage  and  production,  . 


Year 

Acreage 

:  Yield 

:  Production 

:  per 
acre 

Rough 

In  terms 
:  of  milled 

Average : 

1935-39  

I9I+O-M+  

191+5  A9  

19^9  

1950  

1951  : 

•  1,000 

:       acres  : 

U63  : 
:  600  : 
:             732  : 

730  . 
:             727  • 

507  : 

Pounds 

3,233  : 
2,701+ 

3,3^7  . 
3,527 
3,765 
2,696 

Million 
pounds  ; 

1,1+96.8  • 
1,622.2  : 
2,1+50.3 

2,737.5 
1,360.7 

:  Million 
pounds 

1,01+8 
1,136 
1,715 
1,802 
1.916 
957 

cial  statistics. 
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Most  of  the  1952  rice  crop  is  now  in  the  seed  "beds,  about  ready  to  ' 
be  transplanted  in  the  fields.    The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  usually 
announces  about  May  1  the  number  of  feddans  (1.038  acres)  to  be  devoted 
to  rice  in  the  current  season.    The  Government  is  experiencing  diffi- 
culty in  considering  the  size  of  the  area  to  be  allowed  for  the  rice 
crop  in  1952,  as  it  now  appears  that  the  water  supply  this  year  will 
again  be  below  normal. 

Prospects  now  are  that  the  1952  crop  will  be  about  the  same  as  in 
1951.    This  would  mean  that  little,  if  any,  Egyptian  rice  would  be 
available  for  export  following-  the  November  1952  harvest.    Bice  exports 
from  Egypt  are  now  prohibited. 

INTERNATIONAL  RICE  COMMISSION 
MEETS  IN  INDONESIA 

The  International  Rice  Commission  will  hold  its  Third  Session  from 
May  12  to  16  at  Bandung,  Java  at  the  invitation  of  the  Indonesian 
Government.     The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  promote  national  and 
international  action  with  respect  to  production,  conservation,  distrib- 
ution and  consumption  of  rice,  except  matters  relating  to  international 
trade . 

The  IRC  meets  every  2  years,  but  its  Working  Parties  on  rice  breed- 
ing and  on  fertilizers,  respectively,  meet  annually.    The  Working  Parties 
were  to  meet  May  5  to  10,  prior  to  the  Third  Session. 

A  total  of  from  60  to  JO  representatives  of  21  member  governments, 
as  well  as  of  several  international  agencies  and  a  number  of  countries 
that  are  not  members  of  the  Commission,  but  which  have  an  interest  in 
rice,  are  expected  to  attend  the  IRC  meeting. 

The  IRC  grew  out  of  the  FAO -sponsored  Rice  Study  Group,  and  the 
Rice  Meeting  held  in  19^7  and  19hQ  in  India  and  the  Philippines, 
respectively.    It  actually  came  into  existence  in  March  19^+9  when  the 
First  Session  was  held  in  Bangkok.    Member  countries  are:    Burma,  Ceylon, 
China,  Cambodia,  Cuba,  the  Dominican  Republic,  Ecuador,  Egypt,  France, 
India,  Indonesia,  Italy,  Mexico,  the  Netherlands,  Pakistan,  Paraguay, 
the  Philippine  Republic,  Thailand,  the  United  Kingdom,  the  United  States 
and  Vietnam. 
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ARGENTINE  GRAIN  EXPORTS  TO  DATE  CONFIRM 
PREDICTIONS  OF  LOWER  EXPORTS  IN  1951-52 

Reflecting  poor  crops  and  short  supplies,  Argentine  exports  of  wheat,  rye, 
oats  and  "barley  during  the  first  k  months  (December-March)  of  that  country's 

1951-  52  marketing  season  for  those  grains  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  only 
357,000  long  tons.    During  the  same  4 -months  period  last  season,  the  combined 
exports  of  these  grains  amounted  to  1,011,000  tons.     It  is  now  quite  clear  that 
Argentina's  total  grain  export  movement  during  the  current  marketing  season  in 
that  country  will  be  even  lower  than  the  low  level  of  recent  years.     In  that 
connection,  it  should  he  noted  that  Argentina's  marketing  season  runs  from 
December  through  November  for  wheat,  rye,  oats  and  barley,  but  from  April  through 
March  for  corn. 

Because  of  drought  damage  to  the  1951-52  Argentine  wheat  crop,  harvesting  of 
which  is  now  completed,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  any  surplus  could  be  made 
available  for  export  during  Argentina's  1951-52  (Dec ember -November)  wheat 
marketing  season  except  at  the  expense  of  substantially  reduced  domestic  con- 
sumption.   The  new  crop  is  unofficially  estimated  at  2,3  million  tons  (84.5 
million  bushels) ,  the  lowest  since  1917.    At  this  level,  the  Crop  would  be  less 
than  normal  requirements  even  with  a  complete  cessation  of  exports. 

Various  measures  have  already  been  taken  by  Argentina  to  help  offset  the 
threatened  shortage  in  flour  supplies  for  domestic  consumption.     These  include 
an  embargo  on  wheat  exports,  except  for  small  lots  to  Paraguay;  compulsory  ex- 
traction of  flour  from  wheat  at  the  high  rate  of  82  percent;  prohibition  of  the 
use  of  wheat  for  livestock  feed;  an  order  requiring  millers  to  use  feed  wheat 
in  producing  flour;  and  instructions  to  millers  to  add  millet  to  wheat  flour 
up  to  10  percent  of  the  finished  product. 

Indicative  of  the  critical  wheat  situation  in  Argentina  this  year  is-  the  fact 
that  exports  during  the  first  k  months  (Dec ember -March)  of  the  current  marketing 
year  amounted  to  only  3.6  million  bushels  compared  with  3k. k  million  busiiels  in 
the  same  period  last  season.    Prewar  wheat  exports  during  this  4-month' s  period 
averaged  51.8  million  bushels. 

Drought  also  affected  the  1952  corn  crop,  harvesting  of  which  is  now 
underway.    Unofficial  estimates  of  the  new  crop  still,  range  from  103  to  120  million 
bushels,  the  third  consecutive  year  of  failure  or  near  failure  for  corn.  The 
small  crop  in  prospect  offers  little  hope  that  export  availabilities  during  the 

1952-  03  (April -March)  marketing  season  can  be  much  if  any  larger  than  the  low 
level  of  recent  years,  especially  in  view  of  the  shortage  of  other  feeds  for 
domestic  consumption.    Com  exports  during  Argentina's  1951-52  (April-March) 
marketing  season  amounted  to  485,^00  long  tons  (19  million  bushels)  compared  with 
the  prewar  average  of  approximately  2k0  million  bushels. 

Because  of  drought  and  heavy  grazing,  Argentina's  1951-52  harvests  of  other 
grains  (rye,  oats  and  barley)  were  also  very  small.     Despite  substantial  December 
1,  1951  carryovers  of  these  grains,  exports  during  that  country's  1951-52 
(Dec ember -November)  marketing  season  for  those  grains  are  not  likely  to  reach 
1950-51  levels,  especially  in  view  of  domestic  needs.    During  1950-51  (December- 
November)  Argentina  exported  175,000  long  tons  (7  million  bushels)  of  ry«,  99,000 
long  tons  7  million  bushels)  of  oats,  and  137,000  long  tons  (6  million  bushels) 
of  barley. --By  Leo  J.  Schaben,  based  in  part  upon  U.S.  Foreign  Service  reports. 
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The  following  table  gives  Argentina's  total  grain  exports  during  the 
first  9  months  (July -March)  of  the  1951-52  marketing  season  for  grains  in  the 
United  States.     It  will  "be  seen  that  Brazil,  India,  Peru,  Italy,  and  Paraguay 
were  the  principal  destinations  for  the  wheat  exported  during  those  9  months, 
and  European  countries,  especially  France,  Germany,  Belgium  and  Switzerland, 
for  the  other  grains. 


Destination 


Wheat 


Rye 


Corn 


Oats 


Bar ley 


All 
grains 


:Long  tons 


March  1952  : 

Paraguay   :  1,476 

Finland   : 

France   : 

Germany   : 

Norway   : 

Sweden   : 

U.  K.  : 

Total   :  iT^To" 

March  1951   ..:  315,75b" 

July -March  1951-52  : 

Brazil  •   402,984 

Chile   :.  13,912 

Paraguay   :  39,510. 

Peru  :  66,757 

Austria  . .:  : 

Belgium  :.  4,374- 

Denmark  .  .•  : 

Finland   :■ 

France   :  22,36l 

Germany  .  .■  :  17,750 

Italy  47,595 

Netherlands   :  6,653 

Norway   : 

Sweden  : 

Switzerland 

U.  K.   :  1,856 

Yugoslavia   :: 

Egypt  . ...   5,240 

Fr.  Africa   :  27,491 

India   :.  141,184: 

Total  ;  797"7W 

July -March  1950-51  • :  1,877  ,"527 


Long  tons 


18,139 


1,056 
16,633 


Long  tons 


Long  tons 


Long  tons 


Long  tons 


157B28" 


14,284 
5,744 


5,803 
25,831 


492 
5,979 


4,951 
4,921 


357941 


"57595" 


12,534 


9757^ 


1,569 


7,126 
7,565 

28,867 
10,235 

6,122 

2,755 
44,642 
2,726 


7,381 
49,7.60 


231,879 
23,820 

9,767 
1,968 

9.1,455 
33,321 
1:7, 573 


984 


10,060 

26,564 

17,906 

20,688 
22,607 
8,036 


11,417 
20,659 
12,998 


132,649 
1,968 
9,840 

13,208 
6,200 

9,202 


1,476 

18,139 
14,234 
11,187 
1,056 
27,533 
5,803 
79,478 


"369,727 


iio,"b3H" 


90,727 


"4oT,"Boor 
137,711 


107,430 


233,2i; 


223,141 
"337759 


404,553 
13,912 
39,510 

66,757 
25,924 
92,4l8 
12,993 
,28,867 
254,240 
211,018 

49,563 
50,288 

4,723 
174,993 
64,854 
27,365 
9,202 
5,240 

28,475 
141,184 


1,706,084 
2,373,026 
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AUSTRALIAN  WHEAT 

OUTLOOK        .  • 

Conditions  for  seeding  wheat  for  the  1952-53  crop  in  Australia  have 
improved  considerably  following  good  autumn  rains  in  New  South  Wales  and 
Queensland,  according  to  reports  from  the  American  Embassy  at  Sydney. 
With  seeding  just  getting  underway  in  most  important -producing  States, 
no  forecast  of  the  wheat  acreage  is  yet  available.    The  favorable  con- 
ditions for  seeding,  however,  together  with  better  price . prospects  and 
minor  governmental  concessions  regarding  taxes,  have  improved  the  out- 
look for  acreage,  which  had  earlier  been  expected  to  decline  from  the 
low -level  of  1951-52.    See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  March  17 • 

Latest  estimates  for  acreage  and  production  show  significant  changes 
from  the  prewar  average.    The  1951-52  figures,  with  comparisons  are  as 
follows: 


Wheat:    Australian  acreage  and 
production,  1951-52  with  comparisons 


State 

•  Av .  5 -years 

; 1949 -50 

•1950-51 

\ 1951 -52 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  acres 

:  acres 

:  acres 

:  .acres 

Area  seeded 

4,168 

:  4,012 

;  3,329 

:  ■  2,748 

.:  2,522 

:  2,828 

2,73-5 

:  2,550 

.:  312 

:  600 

559 

:  400 

3,096 

:  1,896 

.1,848 

:  1,530 

.:  2,864 

,  2,894 

3,185 

:  3,200 

.:       •  16 

6 

5 

:  5 

Australian  Capital  Territory 

2 

4 

2 

1 

.:  12,980 

12,240 

11,663 

10,434 

:        1,000  ; 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000 

Production 

:      bushel 3  < 

bushels ■ 

bushels : 

bushels 

New  South  Wales   

53,634  i 

81,939: 

43,273: 

41,400 

.:      34,505  : 

57,434: 

51,236; 

46,ooo 

4,223  : 

11,778: 

8,785: 

6,600 

South  Australia   

.:      32,578  : 

28,351: 

30,936: 

27,250 

Western  Australia   

.:      28,984  : 

38,500: 

49,900: 

40,000 

. :          359  : 

127: 

95: 

100 

Australian  Capital  Territory. 

.:            42  : 

92: 

19: 

10 

Total   

>:     154,325  : 

218,221: 

184,244: 

161,360 

From  official  sources. 
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Compared  with  the  prewar  average  the  largest  change  in  the  1951-52 
acreage  was  noted  for  South  Australia,  with  the  area  seeded  to  wheat 
for  grain  only  half  of  the  prewar  average.    Yields,  however,  were  con- 
siderably larger,  which  "brought  production  within  17  percent  of  the 
average  period.    Acreage  in  New  South  Wales  also  showed  a  significant 
reduction,  3*+  percent  "below  the  earlier  period.    As  was  the  case  with 
South  Australia,  yields  were  above -average ,  and  production  was  23  per- 
cent below  average.    Production  in  both  Victoria  and  Western  Australia 
was  above  average  as  a  result  of  above -average  yields  and  a  moderate 
increase  in  acreage  for  the  latter  State. 

The  reduction  of  about  k-  million  bushels  from  the  previous 
estimate  for  1951-52  was  reported  principally  for  Western  Australia 
and  Victoria.    The  current  estimate,  made  by. the  Australian  Wheat 
Board  was  based  on  deliveries  to  the  Board. 

Wheat  exports  during  the  first  8  months  (July -March)  of  the  current 
fiscal  year  were  reported  at  about  45  million  bushels,  a  reduction  of 
21  percent  from  exports  during  the  comparable  period  of  1950-51-  Flour 
exports,  in  contrast,  were  slightly  larger  than  those  of  a  year  earlier. 
Export  sales  of  wheat,  including  flour,  from  August  1  through  March  ih 
totaled  75-3  million  bushels  of  which  65  million  bushels  were  sold  under 
the  International  Wheat  Agreement  and  credited  to  Australia's  quota. 
The  remainder  was  sold  on  the  free  market. 

Standard  per-bushel  weights  for  fair  average  quality  wheat  of  the 
1951-52  crop  have  now  been  established  for  the  4  principal  producing  State 
Weights  are  higher  than  the  standards  for  the  previous  crop  in  New  South  ' 
and  Victoria.    They  are,  however,  lower  in  South  Australia  and  Western 
Australia.    It  is  noted  that  the  lowest  test  weight  is  in  Western 
Australia,  the  most  important  exporting  State. 

FATS  AND  OILS 

NORWAY  AND  SPAIN  TO  TRADE 
FATS  AND  OILS  IN  1952 

A  new  trade  agreement,  which  provides  for  the  exchange  of  some 
fats  and  oils,  in  addition  to  other  items,     has  been  concluded  by  Norway 
and  Spain,  reports  D.  L.  Jones,  American  Embassy,  Oslo.    The  agreement, 
signed  at  Oslo  and  effective  for  the  calendar  year  1952,  replaces  the 
trade  agreement  for  last  year.    The  trade  quotas  agreed  upon  under  the 
terms  of  the  new  agreement  will  include  items  traded  since  January  1, 
1952. 

Olive  oil,  in  the  quantity  of  1,650  short  tons,  is  the  only  oil 
included  in  the  Spanish  list  of  exports  to.  Norway  in  1952. 

The  Norwegian  list  of  exports  to  Spain  provides  for  the  following 
fats,  oils,  and  related  items  in  terms  of  thousands  of  U.  S.  dollars 
equivalent:    Fish  oils,  including  veterinary  and  industrial  liver  oils, 
seal  and  refined  herring  oils--l40;  medicinal  liver  oil --70;  sperm  oil 
and  its  products- -105;  soap  raw  materials- -105;  and  synthetic  resins--l4. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  FISH  OIL  OUTPUT 
SHOWS  RAPID  EXPANSION 

The  production  of  crude  fish  body  oil  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
and  in  South  West  Africa  is  expected  to  reach  22,^00  short  tons  during 
the  1952  season  now  in  progress  as  compared  with  17,^-20  tons  in  1951 
and  11,3^0  tons  in  1950,  reports  E.  W.  Burgess,  American  Consulate 
General,  Capetown.    Based  on  returns  during  the  1951  season  and  taking 
into  consideration  projected  plant  expansion  (particularly  in  the 
Walvis  Bay  area,  South  West  Africa),  combined  production  in  1953  may 
approach  28,000  tons. 

Most  important  among  the  factors  responsible  for  the  sharp  rise 
in  production  in  1951  were  an  expanded  fishing  fleet  manned  by  more 
experienced  crew3,  an  exceptionally  good  season  at  Walvis  Bay,  im- 
proved fishing  techniques,  and  the  increased  U3e  of  more  modern 
equipment  including  ship -to -shore  radio  and  echo  sounding  gear.  The 
reduction  plant  capacity  also  was  increased  during  the  year  to  reach 
200  tons  of  raw  fish  per  hour  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  and  65 
tons  per  hour  at  Walvis  Bay. 

The  export  of  crude  fish  body  oil  from  the  Union  was  under 
embargo  in  1951  because  demand  exceeded  supply.    There  was  no  import 
of  this  commodity  during  that  year.    Exports,  subject  to  permit,  of 
refined  oil  amounted  to  approximately  1,620  ton3  in  1951,  the  bulk 
of  which  was  destined  to  Italy,  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Netherlands, 
Australia  and  Germany. 

The  shortage  of  fish  oil  in  the  Union  in  1951  was  due,  in  part, 
to  the  comparatively  high  prices  of  vegetable  oils,  fats,  and  tallow 
on  the  world  market.    Priced  at  L70-0-0  per  long  ton  ($175  per  short 
ton)  f.o.r.  Vrendenberg,  iodine  content  180  units,  fish  body  oil 
became  a  popular  substitute  for  the  foregoing  commodities.  Wholesale 
prices  are  fixed  yearly  by  the  Fish  Body  Oil  Producers'  Association, 
subject  to  government  approval.    No  change  in  crude  oil  prices  from 
1951  is  anticipated  during  the  current  year. 

Prices  of  marine  drying  oils  are  substantially  higher  this  year 
than  in  1951,  ranging  from  L103-5-0  to  LI 50 -10-0  ($289-$U21)  per  short 
ton,  f.o.r.  Simons town  for  the  local  market  and  from  L123-5-0  to 
L170-10-0  ($3^5-^77)  c.i.f .  European  ports,  on  the  export  market. 

Production  of  fish  liver  oils  in  South  Africa  continues  to 
decline.    Although  the  exact  tonnage  produced  in  1951  is  not  avail- 
able, a  total  of  1,250  tons  of  crude  and  concentrated  liver  oils  was 
exported.    The  principal  outlet  is  the  United  Kingdom,  taking  about 
half  of  the  1951  export.    The  United  States,  Germany,  Australia, 
Belgium,  Italy,  and  the  Netherlands  are  other  important  outlets 
for  this  commodity.    Output  of  liver  oils  in  1952  is  expected  to 
approximate  that  of  1951. 
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NEW  ZEALAND'S  LINSEED  OIL 
OUTPUT  MEETS  REQUIREMENTS 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history  New  Zealand  finds  itself  self- 
sufficient  in  the  production  of  linseed  oil,  reports  M.  T.  Foster, 
Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy,  Wellington.    The  oil  obtained 
from  the  1951-52  flaxseed  crop  of  520,000-560,000  bushels  is  expected 
to  be  more  than  4,500  short  tons,  sufficient  to  meet  1952  requirements. 
This,  together  with  the  carry-over  of  working  stock  from  last  year  and 
the  130,000  bushels  of  flaxseed  that  arrived  at  the  end  of  1951  from 
Uruguay  has  created  a  temporary  surplus.    If  prices  are  satisfactory, 
some  linseed  oil  may  be  exported  this  year.    There  is  no  suggestion, 
however,  that  the  Dominion  contemplates  becoming  a  regular  exporter 
of  linseed  oil.    Almost  90  percent  of  New  Zealand's  linseed  oil  re- 
quirements is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  paint. 

The  area  sown  to  flaxseed  in  1951-52  is  estimated  by  trade  sources 
at  31,000  acres,  compared  with  about  20,000  acres  last  season.  Flax- 
seed output  in  1950 -51  was  around  300,000  bushels  from  which  2,610  tons 
of  oil  was  obtained. 

Imports  of  linseed  oil  for  the  first  9  months  of  1951  amounted  to 
1,340  tons.    The  source  of  the  foregoing  oil  was  as  follows:  India-- 
78?  tons;  United  Kingdom --4l3;  and  the  United  States--135  tons.  Total 
1950  imports  of  linseed  oil  amounted  to  846  tons. 

Considerable  credit  for  the  sharp  increase  in  the  acreage  of  flax- 
seed this  year  can  be  attributed  to  the  higher  price  paid  for  seed. 
The  price  paid  to  producers  as  of  April  22  was  L50  per  long  ton  ($3-43  per 
bushel)  compared  with  L42  ($2.88)  a  year  ago.    The  wholesale  price  of 
linseed  oil  at  main  ports  is  L  0-19-3  per  gallon  (29*3  cents  per  pound) 
and  represents  an  increase  of  L  0-4-1  per  gallon  (6.2  cents)  from  la3t 
year . 

Some  coconut  oil  is  expressed  in  New  Zealand  from  copra  imported 
from  the  Cook  Islands.    It  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  soap,  con-' 
fectioners    cooking  fats,  and  margarine  for  cooking.    Although, the 
quantity  of  oil  expressed  is  not  known,  copra  imports  for  the  first 
half  of  1951  amounted  to  773  tons,  against  2,996  tons  during  calendar 
year  1950. 

Exports  of  edible  lard,  stearine,  and  tallow  for  the  first  9 
months  of  1951  were    359  tons,  569  tons,  and  6,315  tons,  respectively, 
compared  with  total  1950  exports  of  228,  1,229,  and  9,236  tons. 
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WESTERN  GERMANY  INCREASES 
OILSEED  IMPORTS  l/ 

Supplies  of  vegetable  oils  and  oilseeds  continued  adequate  in 
Western  Germany  throughout  the  last  quarter  of  1951  and  the  first 
quarter  of  1952,  reports  J.  E.  Hyman,  Office  of  the  U.  S.  High  Commissioner , 
Bonn.    And  although  the  German  mills  were  still  operating  far  below 
capacity,  a  higher  proportion  of  oilseed  imports  relative  to  vegetable 
oils  beginning  in  1951  has  resulted  in  greatly  increased  milling  activity. 

During  1951,  the  Federal  Republic  imported  72^,700  metric  tons  of 
oilseeds  and  oil-bearing  materials  compared  with  38l,%00  in  1950,  an 
increase  of  90  percent.    Soybeans  were  by  far  the  most  important  oil- 
seed item  and  represented  the  sharpest  increase  from  1950*  Imports 
jumped  from  65,000  metric  tons  in  1950  to  291,000  last  year.    China  was 
the  principal  supplier  of  soybeans  and  accounted  for  22^, 000  tons  against 
6l,000  from  the  United  States.    During  1950,  when  the  Manchurian -European 
trade  in  soybeans  was  first  reopened  on  a  limited  basis,  Western  Germany 
imported  19,000  tons  from  Manchuria  and  i+6,000  from  the  United  States. 

These  Manchurian  beans  and  also  27,000  tons  of  peanut3  from  China 
proper  were  imported  largely  by  German  mills  under  processing  and  re- 
export contracts.    The  extracted  oil,  however,  did  not  leave  West  Germany 
as  it  was  purchased  from  the  various  contracting  countries  through  off- 
set accounts. 

Other  important  oilseed  imports  during  1951,  with  1950  comparisons 
in  parentheses  were  as  follows  in  1,000  metric  tons:     Copra--ll6  (71); 
palm  kernels--97  (105);  rapeseed--70  (U5)  ;  cottonseed- -k6  (20);  flax- 
seed-^ (13);  peanuts--36  {ho)  and  sunflower  seed--19  (ll).    Most  of 
the  copra  (76,000  tons  in  1951)  came  from  Indonesia  with  23,000  tons  from 
the  Philippines.    Over  two-thirds  of  the  Philippine  copra  was  purchased 
with  "free"  dollars  under  a  second  quarter  emergency  program  last  year 
when  it  looked  for  a  time  as  if  Germany  might  face  a  crisis  in  fats  and 
oils. 

Other  principal  supplying  countries  were  as  follows:     Palm  kernels, 
Belgian  Congo  and  French  West  Africa;  rapeseed,  Sweden;  cottonseed, 
Anglo  Egyptian  Sudan;  flaxseed,  Argentina;  and  sunflower  seed,  Turkey. 

With  heavier  imports  of  oilseeds,  vegetable  oil  imports  dropped 
from  317,500  tons  in  1950  to  280,000  tons  last  year.    Coconut  oil  at 
91,000  tons  was  the  largest  single  item  in  this  group  and  most  of  it 
came  in  via  the  Netherlands  from  Indonesian  sources.    Substantial  direct 
purchases  were  also  made  from  Ceylon  and  Malaya.    Next  in  importance  was 
68,000  tons  of  linseed  oil,  mainly  from  Argentina,  and  38,000  tons  of 
palm  oil,  mainly  from  the  Belgian  Congo.    Soybean  oil  at  3^,000  tons 
ranked  fourth  in  1951  with  26,000  tons  from  the  United  States. 


1/  A  more  detailed  statement  will  be  included  in  a  forthcoming  report  on 
the  production  and  trade  of  fats  and  oils  in  all  countries  of  Western 
Europe.    This  report  will  be  distributed  as  a  Foreign  Agriculture  Circu- 
lar  to  those  on  the  mailing  list  for  the  FF0  series  and  to  others  upon- 
request. 
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SWEDEN  EXPECTS  SMALLER 
OILSEED  OUTPUT  IN  1952 

Production  of  oilseeds  in  Sweden  in  1952  is  expected  to  be  down 
from  last  year's  record  output,  reports  the  office  of  the  Agricultural 
Attache,  American  Embassy,  Stockholm.    However,  the  country's  primary 
interest,  for  strategic  reasons,  is  self-sufficiency.  Accordingly, 
through  careful  adjustment  of  increases  in  prices  to  be  paid  producers 
the  Government  is  hopeful  that  a  pattern  of  production  will  be  obtain- 
ed that  is  more  suitable  to  the  "country's  requirements  as  concern 
edible  and  industrial  oilseeds. 

According  to  the  Swedish  official  forecast  of  acreage  and  produc- 
tion, the  oil  equivalent  of  domestically-grown  oilseeds  will  be  about 
82,000  metric  tons,  a  rather  substantial  decline  from  the  estimated 
99,600  tons  in  1951.     It  is  possible,  however,  that  farmers  will  seed 
a  larger  acreage  to  spring  oilseed  crops  than  is  officially  anticipated. 
The  reason  for  this  is  favorable  prices.    Forward  prices  announced  for 
such  crops --with  increases  from  1951  ranging  from  as  low  as  7  percent 
for  white  mustard  to  29  percent  for  flaxseed- -appear  sufficiently  high 
to  induce  a  larger  total  production,  though  corresponding  prices  for 
breadgrain  have  been  increased  even  more  than  for  oilseeds. 

Although  world . prices  for  fats  and  oils  have  declined  sufficiently 
to  cause  concern  in  Swedish  official  circles,  it  is  felt  that  rapeseed 
production  can  withstand  foreign  competition.    On  the  other  hand  the 
long-time  competitive  position  of  flaxseed  appears  somewhat  uncertain. 
Nevertheless,  because  of  the  relatively  greater  price  to  be  paid  to 
producers  of  flaxseed,  acreage  in  1952  is  expected  to  increase  by  50 
percent  from  last  year  whereas  the  acreage  of  edible  oilseeds  is  ex- 
pected to  decline  by  75  percent.    Thereby,  Sweden  will  tend  toward 
self-sufficiency  in  the  production  of  flaxseed  at  the  expense  of  re- 
ducing the  surplus  output  of  edible  oilseeds. 

Total  production  of  fats  and  oils  in  Sweden  in  1951,  including 
the  animal  fats  and  the  oil  equivalent  of  oilseeds,  is  estimated  at 
228,200  metric  tons.    This  total  consists  of  the  following  (in  metric 
tons) : 

Oilseeds 

Edible  oilseeds  (rape,  mustard)  89,800 


Flaxseed 
Cameline  seed 
Sub -total 


9,]+00 

koo 


99,600 


Animal  fats 

Lard,  tallow,  etc. 
Butter  (product  weight) 
Sub -total 


20,000 
108,600 


128_,600 


Total 


228, 200 


1+36 
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Consumption  of  fats  and  oils  in  Sweden  last  year  is  estimated  at 
120,1+00  tons—about  the  equivalent  of  production,  exclusive  of  "butter. 
Human  consumption  is  estimated  at  7^,900  tons,  and  industrial  con- 
sumption at  1+5,000  tons.    The  latter  figure  excludes  tall  oil,  a  by- 
product of  the  pinewood  pulp  mill  industry,  of  which  about  7,000  tons 
was  consumed. 

Imports  into  Sweden  in  1951,  including  animal  fats,  whale  oil, 
and  the  oil  equivalent  of  imported  copra  and  oilseeds,  totaled  89,389 
tons.    Exports,  including  butter  as  such,  and  some  lard,  amounted  to 
68,1+00  tons.    Thus,  there  was  a  net  importation  of  about  21,000  tons. 
This  substantial  volume  of  trade,  both  incoming  and  outgoing,  stems  from 
the  fact  that  rapeseed  is  produced  in  excess  of  domestic  requirements 
and,  therefore,  is  exchanged  for  other  fats  and  oils. 

Stocks  increased  in  195-1.    The  increase  was  about  equal  to  the 
excess  of  imports  over  exports  because  production  last  year,  as  pointed- 
out  above,  was  the  equivalent  of  consumption,  excluding  butter. 

Export  prices,  f.o.b.  basis,  for  rapeseed  of  the  1951  crop  have 
averaged,  in  terms  of  U.S.  currency  equivalent,  $22l+.00  per  metric  ton 
and  rapeseed  oil  for  export  averaged  $1+57.50. 

The  Swedish  Government  has  prepared  a  proposal  for  changing  the 
present  system  of  regulating  the  fat  and  oil  market.    It  would  eliminate 
all  excise  taxes,  clearing  prioes,  and  in-  and  out-payments  to  a  clear- 
ing house,  and  revoke  all  import  regulations.    While  prices  of  domestic 
oils' would  continue  to  be  fixed  by  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Board, 
the  sole  right  to  import  would  be  vested  in  an  association  of  industrial 
users  of  fats  and  oils.    Certain  regulation  fees  would  be  levied  on  all 
imported  products.    Subsidies  might  be  paid  out  for  the  purpose  of  cover, 
ing  losses  on  exports  of  oilseed  and  oil.    And  special  subsidies  would 
be  paid  on  fats  and  oils  used  for  non-food  purposes.     If  the  foregoing 
proposal  is  adopted,  the  new  system  of  operations  is  likely  to  become 
effective  July  1,  1952. 

CUBAN  VEGETABLE  OIL 
IMPOSTS  UP  SLIGHTLY 

Cuban  Imports  of  vegetable  fats  and  oils  during  1951  totaled 
18,200  short  tons,  or  about  9  percent  above  1950,  reports  J.R. 
Johnstone,  Assistant  Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy,  Habana. 
Heav.er  imports  of  olive  oil  from  Spain  and  coconut  oil  from  the 
United  States  accounted  for  this  increase. 

Total  consumption  of  vegetable  oils  in  Cuba  in  1951  is  esti- 
mated at  21,500  tons,  as  compared  with  about  19,750  tons  during 
the  preceding  year.    In  both  years,  about  three -fourths  of  the 
quantities  consumed  consisted  of  edible  oils. 
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The  "bulk  of  Cuba's  requirements  of  edible  fats  and  oils  is;j 
met  through  imports  of  lard  from  the  United  States  (see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets  of  April  28,  1952,  page  378).    Of  the  remainder, 
soybean  oil  from  the  United  States  and  olive  oil  from  Spain  are  by  . 
far  the  most  important.    Soybean  oil  currently  wholesales  locally 
at  about  3^.5  cents  per  pound,  while  similarly  packed  olive  oil 
sells  for  about  50  cents.    The  current  price  structure  on  edible 
vegetable  oils  seems  unstable  to  local  importers.     Stocks  are  being 
held  to  a  minimum,  except  on  lard. 

Production  of  peanut  oil  in  Cuba  during  the  crop  year  ending 
March  31,  1952,  amounted  to  only  750  tons,  as  compared  with  1,050 
tons  last  year.    The  continuing  decline  in  the  Cuban  peanut  oil 
industry  is  attributable  entirely  to  the  fact  that  local  crushers 
cannot  pay  acceptable  prices  for  peanuts  and  still  be  able  to 
compete  with  imported  fats  and  oils. 

BRAZIL  ANTICIPATES  INCREASED 
CASTOR  BEAN  PRODUCTION 

Brazil's  castor  bean  production  in  1952  may  exceed  last  year's 
output  of  192,900  short  tons,  according  to  the  latest  information 
available  to  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    In  North 
Brazil,  a  larger  acreage  is  believed  to  have  been  planted  and  rains 
over  the  entire  area  have  been  ample  with  the  normal  arrival  of  the 
March-June  rainy  season.    The  harvest,  however,  will  not  get  under 
way  until  August.     In  Sahia,  the  intermediate  crop,  which  is  har- 
vested in  March  and  April,  was  a  complete  failure  due  to  the  scarcity 
of  rain  last  October.    The  rains  have  "been  sufficient  in  the  current 
season,  however,  and  tf  the  favorable  weather  continues,  a  good  crop 
may  be  expected  from  the  main  harvest  starting  in  August.    In  South 
Brazil,  the  harvest  will  soon  start  and  a  normal  crop  is  expected. 
The  Sao  Paulo  crop  may  approach  50,000  short  tons  and  the  re- 
mainder of  South  Brazil  should  produce  about  16,500  tons. 

In  1951,  Brazilian  oil  mills  crushed  about  two -thirds  of  the 
castor  bean  crop,  but  crushing  is  expected  to  decline  in  1952.  The 
mills  are  meeting  increasing  competition  in  export  markets  and  many 
now  believe  they  cannot  continue  to  operate  profitably  unless  they 
have  the  advantage  of  compensation  trade  or  some  other. form  of 
assistance.     The  Brazilian  domestic  market  can  absorb  only  a  small 
part  of  the  oil  production,  and  Brazil,  therefore,  must  depend  upon 
export  markets. 

Stocks  of  castor  beans  are  reported  to  be  low  in  all  parts  of 
Brazil  and  mills  are  reported  to  be  having  difficulty  in  some 
sections  in  obtaining  sufficient  seed  to  maintain  operations. 

Castor  bean  exports  dropped  to  55,660  tons  in  1951,  the  lowest 
since  1935,  compared  with  13^,715  tons  in  19^9  and  180,2^3  tons  in 
19^+8.    However,  castor  oil  exports  increased  to  a  record  32,596  tons 
compared  with  5,7^5  in  19kQ,    Castor  oil  exports  are  being  maintained 
at  a  high  level  in  spite  of  claims  of  the  oil  crushers  that  they 
cannot  sell  in  world  markets  and  pay  the  high  domestic  price  for  beans. 
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Prices  on  the  Sao  Paulo  wholesale  market  have  "been  declining 
recently.     On  April  15,  "buyers  were  offering  4. 20  to  U.30  cruzeiros 
per  kilogram  (10.2  to  10. k  cents  per  pound)  compared  with  an  average 
of  k%Ql  cruzeiros  (11.7  cents)  in  November  and  a  low  for  the  year  of 
3.80  cruzeiros  (9.2  cents)  in  August.    The  price  paid  to  farmers  for 
castor  beans  was  reported  at  3.96  cruzeiros  per  kilogram  (9.6  cents 
per  pound)  in  February  compared  with  3.65  cruzeiros  (8.8  cents)  in 
October  and  the  peak  price  of  k.10  cruzeiros  (9.9  cents)  in  June  1951- 

In  Pec  if e  and  Bahia,  the  export  price  in  March  was  reported  at  200 
to  210  U.S.  dollars  per  long  ton  f.o.b.  compared  with  a  domestic 
price  equivalent  of  about  225  U.S.  dollars.    This  difference  in  the 
export  and  domestic  prices  is  reported  to  be  due  to  the  widespread 
practice  of  under-invoic ing  shipments  as  to  weight,  grade,  and  value. 

ARGENTINA'S  OUTPUT  OF  MARINE  OILS 
TO  CONTINUE  AT  PRESENT  LOW  LEVELS 

Argentina's  production  of  marine  and  marine  mammal  oils  is  ex- 
pected to  show  little  change  in  the  next  few  years,  reports  Assistant 
Agricultural  Attache  Charles  0.  Wilson,  American  Embassy,  Buenos  Aires. 
And  markets  for  the  small  Argentine  surpluses  are  expected  to  con- 
tinue slow,  at  least  in  1953. 

Production  of  fish,  seal,  and  whale  oils  in  the  1951-52  (September- 
April)  season,  just  ended,  was  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
sea3on.    Output  of  shark  liver  oil,  however,  was  virtually  nil. 

Production  of  fish  oil,  practically  all  from  fresh  water  fish  of 
which  95  percent  were  "sabalo, "  is  estimated  at  1,210  short  ton3.  This 
is  somewhat  more  than  the  1,020  tons  produced  in  1951-52. 

Fear  of  depleting  the  "sabalo"  caused  the  passage  of  legislation 
on  February  13,  1952,  to  restrict  the  catch  in  the  next  3  years  while 
the  situation  is  studied.     Only  those  companies  which  operated  this 
past  season,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  operating  on  the  Parana 
River,  which  have  been  closed,  will  be  permitted  to  catch  and  process 
fish.     The  companies  operating  will  be  taxed  lightly  on  their  catches 
up  to  the  point  of  their  average  catches  in  the 'last  3  season.  Beyond 
that  point  the  tax  will  increase  sharply  to  discourage  additional 
production.     Hence,  production  of  fish  oil  in  each  of  the  next  3 
years  may  approximate  1,100  short  tons. 

Fourteen  companies  operated  in  the  past  season.    Of  this  number  7 
operated  on  tho  River  Plate,  5  on  the  Uruguay  River,  and  two- -as  stated 
above --on  the  Parana  River. 

Stocks  of  fish  oil  are  large  in  relation  to  output.    Holdings  total 
660  tons  above  domestic  needs,  largely  because  sales  have  been  slow. 

Exports  of  fish  oil  in  1951  totaled  ^85  tons,  only  half  as  much  as 
in  1950  but  about  the  same  as  in  1949.  About  fk  tons  had  been  exported 
to  the  Netherlands  in  the  first  quarter  of  1952. 
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Prices  recently  have  been  the  equivalent  of  about  $U.S.  2k2  per 
short  ton,  slightly  above  production  cost. 

Production  of  seal  oil  as  of  late  March  totaled  13,086  barrels,  or 
2,kk0  short  tons. 

Whale  oil  output  as  of  late  March  totaled  36,380  barrels,  or  6,790. 
short  tons.    And  production  of  sperm  oil  had  reached,  as  of  the  same 
date,  k,213  barrels  or  785  tons. 

The  yield  of  oil  was  fair  with  70  percent  grading  No.  1,  10  percent 
No.  2,  10  percent  No.  3,  and  10  percent  No.  k.    Operations,  carried  on 
by  only  one  Argentine  company  and  confined  to  a  shore  station  on  South 
Georgia,  were  slowed  during  the  season  by  heavy  storms.    Of  the  7  whale 
catchers  operating,  one  was  lost. 

Most  of  this  season's  production  of  oil  is  still  held  by  the  Jiro- 
ducing  company.    However,  it  is  expected  to  be  moved  soon,  mostly  to' 
Germany,  at  a  price  of  about  $82  per  ton. 

Production  of  shark  liver  oil  in  1951  was  only  13  tons,  a  mere 
fraction  of  output  in  earlier  postwar  years.    Furthermore,  production 
is  expected  to  remain  small.    Stocks  are  of  no  account  as  production 
has  been  hardly  more  than  sufficient  for  domestic  needs. 

LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

BOLIVIA  CALLS  FOR  BIDS 
ON  DRY  WHOLE  MILK 

Bids  covering  700,000  pounds  of  powdered  milk  were  requested 
by  the  Bolivian  Government  April  30,  according  to  the  American  Embassy 
at  La  Paz .    The  milk  is  intended  to  supply  local  needs  during  the  third 
quarter  of  the  current  year. 

Bids  will  be  accepted  from  all  business  firms  and  private  persons, 
whether  or  not  they  are  registered  with  the  National  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  must  be  presented  in  the  office  of  the  executive  assistant  of  the 
Ministry  of  National  Economy  not  later  than  6:00  P.M.,  May  20.  They 
must  be  on  legal  paper,  bear  appropriate  tax  stamps  and  be  in  sealed 
envelopes,  together  with  the  proper  statement  of  guarantee. 

The  type  of  milk  is  not  stated,  but  an  earlier  bid  specified 
that  it  must  contain  28  percent  butt  erf  at  and  be  packed  in  1,  2fr  and 
5  pound  tins.    The  presence  of  a  local  agent  to  handle  all  details  is 
considered  essential,  however.    Agents  generally  are  present  when  the 
bids  are  opened,  are  given  an  opportunity  to  submit  a  lower  offer  and 
can  complete  the  transaction.    A  list  of  reliable  Bolivian  firms  available 
to  act  as  agent  or  representative  may  be  obtained  at  the  nearest  Field 
Office  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Commerce  located  in  this  country. 
The  completion  of  any  transaction  under  the  current  announcement  is 
likely  to  be  contingent  upon  the  allocation  of  sufficient  dollar  exchange. 
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FRUITS,  VEGETABLES  AND  NUTS 

UNITED  KINGDOM  CUTS 
FRUIT  IMPORTS 

The  United  Kingdom  fruit  import  quotas  applicable  to  non-sterling  soft 
currency  countries,  mostly  western  Europe,  in  the  July-December  1952 
period  represent  a  sharp  reduction  from  the  value  of  imports  during  the 
comparable  period  for  1951.     The  quota  for  the  value  of  apple  imports 
compared  with  the  value  of  imports  in  the  comparable  period  of  1951  is 
reduced  57  percent,  pears,  66  percent;  plums,  77  percent;  grapes,  65 
percent;  strawberries,  73  percent. 

In  1951  there  were  no  monetary  restrictions  on  the  imports  of  these 
fruits  from  these  particular  countries.  Sterling  areas  are  not  affected 
by  these  controls  but  fruit  from  them  may  be  imported  freely.  Since  the 
dollar  exchange  problem  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  even  more  difficult  now 
than  it  was  last  year  and  more  than  the  soft  currency  problem,  the  prospect 
of  any  imports  of  fruit  from  North  America  during  the  coming  season  are 
very  dark  indeed. 
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